INSIDE THE WORLD'S MOST EXCLUSIVE RESIDENCE UNt HYDE PARK
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LONDON'S MOST EXCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT, THE ULTRA-PRIVATE ONE HYDE PARK—
LONG THE SUBJECT OF MEDIA SPECULATION—AT LAST ALLOWS CAMERAS BEHIND ITS
BULLETPROOF WALLS TO SHOWCASE ONE OF ITE LAVISH PENTHOUSES, WHICH OUR
EDITORS HAVE CHOSEN AS RoBe REPORT’S ULTIMATE HOME 2014.

One Hyde Park has remained a mystery ever sinee constrsction was completed in 2011, The Richard Bogers-

desizned steel-and-glass building claims 86 units, some of which set world records when they seld for £7.500 per
square foot ($12,000 or more). Still, what lies beyond its triple-glazed windows—which tower serenely above the neigh
borhood's predominantly Victorian roofiops—has remained scropulously shielded from the prying eyes of the curious,
including the press, Only now are the doors of what has been described as the woeld's mest exclusive and enigmatic address
thrown open to Robb Report readers, as we begin this year’s Ultimate Home tour,

D ESPITE ITS CONSPICUDUS 2-acre site overlooking both Hyde Park and Knightsbridge in the beart of London,

b
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Rioral Park and EKnkgheshridge” s Richard Share,
Candy & Candy’s global projects director, “Nothing
can ever be built in front of it, and it has all of the
amenities and services from the netghboring
Mandarin Oriental hotel [Encluding 24-hour room
service, housekeeping, valet, and a hatel- trained staff
of B0 on-gite 24 hours a day], which & semething that
has nerver existed before in London. 1t's & traly
one-of-a-kind residence ard the ultinate acquisition
fior the homeowners”
What the couple acquired, hovever, was in effect the

ultimate blank canvas, Devising a plan for the
interiors proved & considerable task, To facilitate thar

0 NE OF THE four-pavilion building's most
irrpressive units, this 18,000 square-foot
penthouse—which oocupies the 10th and 11th Aoors-
iz ownied by an international businessman and his wife,
vwho cornmissioned Candy & Candy o design the
imteriors. The Ao owned by Nick Candy was imvoheed
in creating Cme Hyde Park's public spaces as well asa
handfal of other units within the strocture, which was
derveboped jointly by Nick's brother Christian Candy's
CPC Groupand Waterknights, a private company
belomging toa former prime minkster of Gutar

“When the homeowners came to s, the unit was
enfirely raw space, an empty box, with views aver
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process, Shave used masking tape to outline the
various spaces on the floor, enabling the owmners to
physically walk through his plan. “The homecwners
knew they wanted to sse both the city and park at the
garne time,” he says. Thus, as guests enter the foyer
(first spread, right), they encounter sweeping views of
bustling Knightshridge on the right and, to the left,
verdant vistas of Hyde Park, along with a polished-
nickel staircase created in Denmark: 3 hand-polished
floor from Carrara, Italy, made of Bhing White and
Hoar Saint Laurent marble; Auguste Bodin's sculpiure
The Prodigal Som; and a double-Teight, 20-foot-tall
Swarovski crystal chandelier made with 4-inch-by-1.5-
inch crystals (the largest the company makes), &
165-foot-long hallway (previous pages, left), which
transects the residence’s bower level, features Tirnel
View Davery Unaler, an installation by Hans Kotter, A
variety of rooms open off of this passagewny, including
the kitchen, dining room, media riRom, guest
hedroom, and affices for both owners, At the
Enightshridge end of the corridor, Share placed an
informal gasve poomm with a billiard table, a bar, and a
drurn set from Odery covered in Swarovaki crystals,
while at the other énd, the formal living area—whoss
twor-sbded fireplace {previows pages, right) frames the
hallway i the distance—looks out to Hyde Park.
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